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much.A qualitative evaluation of head and neck cancer: impact of
earlier diagnosis. The benefit of earlier diagnosis of head and neck
cancer is not necessarily measurable. The purpose of this study was to
focus on the impact of earlier diagnosis on the patient and the
diagnosis of head and neck cancer, from both the patient's and the
physician's perspective. Patients diagnosed with head and neck
cancer at selected hospitals in Italy were interviewed using a
semistructured questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted of
background information and a diagnostic information section. Patients
were asked to report the impact of their diagnosis on their life as a
whole and on their health during the months prior to diagnosis. One
hundred thirty-one patients were interviewed, 65% of whom were
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men. The most common presenting symptoms were postnasal drip,
sore throat, oral ulceration, and hemoptysis. The average time from
onset of symptoms until consultation was 23 days. Major reasons for
delay in consultation included patient history (69%), lack of
awareness of a possible problem (23%), and lack of knowledge of the
symptoms of head and neck cancer (26%). The patients who had been
told they had cancer, in contrast to patients not knowing their
diagnosis, reported no impact on their lives as a whole or on their
health during the months before diagnosis. The majority of patients
(96%) reported that a delay in treatment for head and neck cancer
may negatively impact their health. Patients who do not know about
the symptoms or do not feel their condition is serious may be
misdiagnosed. An average wait time
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